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After our June 4, 2015 quarterly meeting, the Board of Directors got several requests to mow the grasses in the common area surrounding the SEMSWA pond in the center of the Sanctuary.  The requests came primarily from homeowners whose homes are on Maplewood and the north end of Carson.  The primary concern seemed to be the excessive growth of weeds and grasses in the native area behind the homes adjacent to the common area surrounding the SEMSWA pond.  The other concern was the height of the grasses along the Jordan Road fence between Blackhawk and Maplewood causing a lack of aesthetics from the street view.

We have had a very unusual spring with an inordinate amount of rain.  Thus the grasses are more prolific than in other years.

The Board has garnered a lot of input, and the opinions from Sanctuary residents on how to care for the native areas vary considerably, with other homeowners preferring the native areas not be mowed. We decided as best we could to do some research in order to come up with an informed decision to the problem presented.

To begin, we contacted John Keith who was one of the original developers of this community in order to get his input on the vision for this community when it was originally built.  We also presented to him the current issue at hand.  He informed us that the Sanctuary was developed in such a way as to become an extension of Cherry Creek State Park that borders our neighborhood on the north.  Given that, the common areas were intended to stay native rather than be mowed.  They were to provide a sanctuary for birds and wildlife. They were to provide a natural look surrounding this community.

We also asked the principles of the two landscape companies with whom we are currently working about the pros and cons of mowing the grasses in the common areas.  Both of them had similar responses.   They said that a good field of grasses would keep invasive weeds from propagating. They told us that mowing the grasses and exposing more dirt, particularly during the summer months, opens the ground to the propagation of more and more weeds.  

We then contacted Colorado State University’s extension program online through “Ask An Expert”.  The Mission of Extension is to provide information and education, and encourage the application of research-based knowledge in response to local, state, and national issues affecting individuals, youth, families, agricultural enterprises, and communities of Colorado. Through this site you can contact an expert on a particular subject.  We asked the following question on native grasses:

“I live in a neighborhood that abuts Cherry Creek State Park. I am President of the HOA. The neighborhood has about 10 acres of native grasses that were intended to stay native so that the community continued to be an extension of the Park. There are those whose homes are adjacent to the native who would like the grasses behind their homes cut down. Our Board is seeking a professional opinion on how to best care for native grasses so that they continue to be healthy. We fear that mowing right now will only cause the native to then just be dried up and unsightly on the ground. Currently we do have thistle among the grasses and have hired a company to spray to mitigate that problem. So, from an expert, we'd like to know the best care for native grasses - particularly as it relates to mowing. And, if mowing is suggested, what is the best time of year to mow? Also, if you can guide me to any handouts that I might give the community to read that would be great as well. Thank you and I'll look forward to our response.”


We received the following response:

“I think it's great that you are keeping 10 acres in native grasses. The best way to care for native grasses is to just leave them alone. They do not need to be mowed, and will be better off not being mowed. This will allow them to reseed when necessary, and will also allow them to maintain the healthiest root system. Spot spraying thistle is a good treatment options for the grasses.
I don't really have any handouts on this I can guide you to, unfortunately.”
Irene Shonle – Director, Colorado State University Extension


We have done the following since being presented with this problem.  At our June 4, 2015 Board meeting, we had approved a motion to go out for bid to get the thistle and other weeds sprayed throughout the 10 acre native area.  This spraying was completed on June 23, 2015.  

Additionally, we mowed a firebreak along the Jordan Road fence from Blackhawk to Maplewood.  We are maintaining a firebreak beyond all the homes that are adjacent to native area in the community.   

At this time, most expert and other opinions suggest that mowing the native grasses is best avoided, and weeds should be controlled by spraying. The Board concurs.

Respectfully,
Muriel Leff
Geof Lane
Dale Jensen


 
